Newsletter Template

Death Penalty Action can assist you with creating a localized newsletter article that connects your organization and issues in your state with the federal campaign. This will be especially important as we continue to evaluate which members of congress can use additional constituent contacts. The most important component to include is the action steps:

[YOUR ORGANIZATION] is firmly committed to this work. Your [Chapter or local/state entity, i.e. denomination and your local church] can declare its commitment with us and the [Your national partner/parent org if applicable - National Council of Churches] by filling out this form: https://actionnetwork.org/forms/federal-execution-sign-on-letter/. Each of us are asked as individuals to write to our members of congress. Here is a tool that you may use yourself and share with members of your communities, [at church/in your newsletter or bulletin/at your next meeting, etc.] and beyond: https://actionnetwork.org/letters/congress-abolish-the-federal-military-death-penalty 
 
To learn more and find more action tools, click here: http://deathpenaltyaction.org/federal-death-penalty

Here is one powerful example of how one partner organization’s policy director connected her personal experience with the work of her own organization to the national campaign. Please send us yours for the record and so that we may share other examples!



The Last 13: Reflections from the killing fields of Terra Haute, Indiana
Ohio Council of Churches Joins Federal Abolition Effort

[image: ]

13 murdered at the hand of our federal government since July 2020. Their death certificates literally read homicide as the cause of death and our taxes paid for it. 
 
Rev. Jack and I were present in Terre Haute, Indiana to offer leadership and presence as we stood vigil outside the prison for the final two killings of President Trump's federal execution spree. Within the week, three executions went forth, the first woman in nearly 70 years, and two black men with intellectual disabilities. The final insult was that Dustin Higgs, a black man who never killed anyone himself, was scheduled to be executed on Rev. Dr. King’s birthday. Appeals and our own protest action of blocking the entrance to the prison stretched that execution into the very early hours of January 16th. 
 
The range of emotions experienced in the brisk air as we tolled the bells when they were declared dead is something I'll never forget. Sadness, anger, helplessness and despair-- the only solace is that we persevered in snow, rain, the cold, through hecklers and heightened police presence, so that no one had to die in the dark of night, unremembered, alone and unsupported. 
 
I believe this was my last trip to Terra Haute to bear witness to an execution. The next time I return, it will not be in somber remembrance but rather to celebrate the end of the capital punishment and to demolish the death house. [image: ]
 
Momentum is building to abolish the death penalty. As Dr. King once remarked, "Out of a mountain of despair, there is a stone of hope." Just moments ago, the oldest and most-executing jurisdiction on this continent, Virginia, became the 23rd state to abandon the death penalty. Ohio is preparing to also entertain a serious death penalty abolition bill. An executive order is anticipated from President Biden to formally halt federal executions and we must all work for the passage of HR 262, the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021, which abolishes federal and military death penalty laws, removing the possibility of death sentences, and re-sentencing those currently on federal and military death rows.
 
The Ohio Council of Churches is firmly committed to this work. Your denomination and your local church can declare its commitment with us and the National Council of Churches by filling out this form: https://actionnetwork.org/forms/federal-execution-sign-on-letter/. Each of us are asked as individuals to write to our members of congress. Here is a tool that you may use yourself and share with members of your communities, at church and beyond: https://actionnetwork.org/letters/congress-abolish-the-federal-military-death-penalty 
 
To learn more, click here: http://deathpenaltyaction.org/federal-death-penalty
 
I don't ever want to go back there and experience the lingering presence of death. With your help, none of us will have to.
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THE KILLING §§ HAS RESUMED

After 17 years without a federal execution, they resumed in 2020.
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We remember the victims, but not with more killing.
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